: Dear Mis: Rutson

. have né effect on bull trout . ST N Lr

United States Departinent of the Interior
IDAHO FISH AND WILDLIFE OFFICE

Northern Idaho Field Office
11103 East Montgomery Drive
Spokane Valley, WA 99206

March 3, 2011

Victoria Rutson, Director - . ‘

Office of Environmental Analysis e - .

Surface Transportation Board" A , S K
395 E Street, SW ' - ' ' ' ’
Washington, DC 20423-0001

Subject: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub No. 468X), BNSF' Railway Cor'ﬁpany Abandonment
Exemption in Kootenai County, Idaho (FWS Ref 14420 2011 -1-0094; Frle No. -
1100. 0000) :
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and endmg at mrlepost l2 33 at Coeur‘d Alene, ldaho Your letter was recerved 1n our ofﬁce on
February 9, 201 1, and requested U.S. Fish and erdlrfe Servrce (Servrce) concurrence wrth your
determmatron of effect for the bull trout (.Salvelmus conﬂuentus) n

Portions of the rarlway hne that BNSF is seekmg to abandon are located adjacent to the Spokane
River. ‘Bull trout are present in'the Spokane River in the vicinity of the proposed action. - '
However, salvage activities untaken to abandon the rail line will not involve any in-water work,
and all abandonment actrvrtres will occur within the railroad right-of-way, Additionally, BNSF .

- will require utilization of appropriate Best Management Practices (e. g., concrete jersey barriers)
- for sediment and erosion control to mmrmrze the potentral for generated sedlment entermg the -

river.

You have requested the Serv1ce concur wrth your determrnatron that the pl‘O_]eCt as proposed
wrll have no effect on the bull trout’ The Endangered Specres Act of | 1973 as amended (Act)
1mp1ement1ng regulatlons (SOCFR Part 402) do not specrﬁcally provrde tor Servrce concurrence
w1th an actron agency s determrnatron that 1ts proposed actron wrll have no effect on listed’

spedies. However, i response 'to your request and based on the mformatron you have}provrded
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* This concludes informal consultation pursuant to section 7(a)(£2) of the Endangered Species Act -

of 1973, as amended (Act). This project should b¢ re-analyzed if new information reveals that

.. effects of the action may affect listed specles or critical habitat in a manner, or to an extent, not

cons1dered in this'consultation; if the action is subséquently modified in a manner that causes an’
effect to the listed species or critical habitat that was not considered in this consultation; and/or if
anew spec1es is llsted or crltlcal habitat is des1gnated that may be affected by this pro_|ect

If you have further questlons about this letter or your responsibilities under the Act, please
contact Bryon Holt at the above address (telephone 509 893-8014; fax: 509- 891-6748)

Toni Davidson
— Acting Assistant Field Supervisor

'CC: IDFG_, CdA, ID oo .l;.-.'—i-'s_;,-,' - :_*_..,.-‘-; T T e

Pl el 2 S L S
[ ST SR TR Tt (;--r'-’.,‘ﬂ." $oai gy

IR TS T
[ A Lo
. g .

CETE U 0 VS ORI S el B 4

- .
[P -:"n-\'v.-:...

LA 'E'é s" ..J.l.-l;n".."_.bl',' §

AR IR T
L P T M VA S ST




